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Diarist also heard that he had sent emissaries to A lam
Khan at Madura and offered him profitable terms in re-
turn for his assistance; he suspected greatly that Muham-
mad Ali was already getting suspicious of the English and
could be easily persuaded into believing that they would
be ready to abandon him. So when Governor Saunders
wrote to Chanda Sahib, taxing him with having unjustly
seized the Trichinopoly country that had been mortgaged
to the English by Muhammad Ali33, a reply was sent, un-
der Dupleix's instructions and according to his dictation
and wording, that the country had been given by Salabat
Jang to him and the English had no right at all to it.

The French failed to take the fort of Vriddhachalam.
It was the only fort on this side of Trichinopoly, still in
possession of the English and Muhammad All. Not only
was this set-back a source of depression to Dupleix; but
the news that the Tanj ore people were inclined to the side
of Muhammad .Ali and the English and hailed with joy
the news of Ghaziu'd-din Khan, the elder brother and a
new rival of Salabat Jang, recognising the title of Mu-
hammad Ali, put htm out greatly. On the last day of
August (1751) news was received that Governor Saun-
ders had despatched to Triehinopoly from Devikottai a
few soldiers with provisions, shot, powder and other muni-
tions of war; that some of Chanda Sahib's troopers and
the Tan j ore army attempted to attack them when they got
near Trichinopoly, but that they broke through and roach-
ed the fort safely.

Dupleix resolved, according to the Diarist, to des-
patch 200 soldiers and officers, who had lately arrived, to
Trichinopoly, on the 1st of September and asked Baza
Sahib to accompany them; the latter agreed to do so and
begged for two lakhs of rupees at least, with which he could
pay off his sepoys and horsemen who were heavily in ar-
rears, but had to start only with half a lakh. Soon the
news of Olive's diversion to Arcot came to be known.

33.          Saund'ers wrote to the dompauy that ha had a mortgage bond for Tri-
chinopoly and hoisted the English flag there and would protest against any
French hostilititiw that might be committed there (letter dated Au-
gust 15,1751)*